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BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 

REPORT OF ANN STEWARD,  EXECUTIVE MEMBER FOR PLANNING 

CABINET on 4th AUGUST 2009 

AUTHOR: TIM LEADER, DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

  

RATIFYING THE EXPENDITURE OF GROWTH POINT MONIES 

Purpose of this report 

The purpose of this report is to formally record and ratify decisions to spend Growth Point 
moneys provided by the Department for Communities and Local Government to fund 
investment in key infrastructure to support substantial new development in Thetford. 

 

Recommendation 

1. It is recommended that the Cabinet approve:- 

a) Capital expenditure funded by Growth Point moneys in accordance with the 
proposals set out in Appendix 1 of this report. 

b) Revenue expenditure funded by Growth Point moneys in accordance with the 
proposals set out in Appendices 2 and 3 of this report. 

 

Introduction 

2. “Moving Thetford Forward” (“MTF”) is a partnership comprised of local authorities and 
other public bodies whose object is to promote balanced development in and around 
Thetford following its designation as a Growth Point. The governance arrangements for 
MTF vest responsibility for the formulation of strategy and the making and coordination 
of investment in a Board comprised of elected members of local authorities and senior 
officers of other organisations (the “MTF Board”). Over recent months the MTF Board 
has approved the funding of a number of initiatives in the town. A proportion of this 
funding will be drawn down from contributions made by members of MTF. Most funding 
has, however, been earmarked from Growth Point monies provided by the Department 
for Communities and Local Government to help fund the infrastructure that is required 
to facilitate the substantial development that is envisaged in the town. Breckland 
District Council is the accountable body for Growth Point monies. Formal responsibility 
for the authorisation of expenditure within budget therefore rests with Breckland’s 
Cabinet, or subject to the Council’s arrangements for delegated decision making, with 
the Leader of the Council or the Chief Executive. 

Capital schemes approved by the MTF Board to date 

3. Appendix 1 illustrates that to date the MTF Board has endorsed the actual expenditure 
or commitment of £3,625,000 worth of DCLG Growth Point monies on 7 projects 
having a total cost of £4,560,000. The Cabinet is asked to ratify expenditure on each 
project in the sum indicated in column 5 of Appendix 1. It is also recommended that the 
release of such funding be contingent upon the receipt of match funding specified in 
columns 6 to 8 of this Appendix.  

Revenue schemes unrelated to the Thetford Area Action Plan approved by the MTF 
Board to date 

4. Appendix 2 illustrates that to date the MTF Board has endorsed the actual expenditure 
or commitment of £266,886 worth of DCLG Growth Point moneys on 7 revenue 
projects having a total cost of 407,516. The Cabinet is asked to ratify expenditure on 
each project in the sum indicated in column 5 of Appendix 2. It is further recommended 
that the release of these monies should be subject to the receipt of match funding 
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specified in columns 6 to 8 of this Appendix. The Cabinet is also asked to ratify the 
expenditure of a total of £140,640 of DCLG monies on staff and office costs required 
for the support of MTF in the financial years 2009-2010 and looking forward to 2010-
2011. 

Revenue schemes relating to the Thetford Area Action Plan approved by the MTF 
Board to date 

5. Appendix 3 itemises revenue expenditure incurred on the Thetford Area Action Plan 
with the agreement of the MTF Board. To date a total of £255,577 worth of DCLG 
monies have been committed to projects or to support the cost of staff required to 
deliver the Plan, which will create a blue print for the long term development of 
Thetford and provide a framework for major investment in the town. The Cabinet is 
asked to ratify this expenditure. It should be noted that the total cost of the producing 
the Plan is forecast to be £449,373 of which £188,796 will be drawn down from the 
Council’s mainstream planning budget. 

Other matters 

6. On 20 July 2009 the Secretary of State notified the Council that the DCLG’s capital 
allocation to the Thetford Growth Point will be reduced by £1,350,375 in 2010-2011 to 
£1,760,762. This leaves an uncommitted balance of £2,701,821 from Growth Point 
monies available for expenditure on capital projects. Members will appreciate that this 
is a relatively small sum, and unless it is augmented by partners or other government 
agencies there is unlikely to be any scope for implementing substantial public sector 
led improvements to the town centre or the towns strategic highway network. 
Consideration will therefore need to be given to the political and administrative 
arrangements that are required to lever a higher and more sustained level of financial 
commitment from partners, and the terms upon which this might be forthcoming.  

7. The scarcity of capital and revenue also amplifies the need for strong programme 
governance. In the future it is therefore proposed that approvals for the release of 
DCLG moneys will not be given for any project unless it is supported by a full business 
case, project plan and (where appropriate) a letter of match funding. The continued 
funding of existing projects will also be contingent upon it being demonstrated proper 
project management arrangements have been put in place and be subject to letters 
certifying any agreed level of match funding or indemnity to Breckland in respect of 
money that it is proposed to capitalise at a later date. 

 

 


